David Arnot

save herself from present shame and scandaL
Mariota, in her long days of tumultuous yet
vivid thought, had come to fear that if once
she knew herself about to be mother of a child,
some instinct of compassion would intervene
to keep her from forsaking it; and the heir
Ludovick so craved would be thus a means of
riveting her fetters more irrevocably. But if
she were childless, might not the day come
when Ludovick would be prevailed upon to
get the marriage declared void ? This, at least,
was the outcome of her tiring her eyes over
some ponderous folios in the bookroom,
especially a Compkat "History of the Human
Race, which advocated with considerable
emphasis that after a stated period each childless
marriage should be legally dissolved.

If Ludovick would see this some day as a
reasonable act, then he could wed again, and
Mariota at last might win her perfect joy with
David. It was, she persuaded herself, David's
stem loyalty to Ludovick which stood between
her and the realisation of her hopes. It could
not be that David would for ever hold so aloof
from her. If in her love there were no stigma
of dishonour, he would love her in the future
as he had loved her in the distant past.

He had forgotten that deep-buried and yet
living past; but she would bring it back to
him; and the time would come when she would
hear from his lips the joyous words, " I love
you."